
A MOST PECULIAR MAN  
(Paul Simon, 1965) 
 
HE WAS A MOST PECULIAR MAN. 
 
THAT'S WHAT MRS. RIORDAN SAID AND SHE SHOULD KNOW; 
 
SHE LIVED UPSTAIRS FROM HIM 
 
SHE SAID HE WAS A MOST PECULIAR MAN. 
 
 
HE WAS A MOST PECULIAR MAN. 
 
HE LIVED ALL ALONE WITHIN A HOUSE, 
 
WITHIN A ROOM, WITHIN HIMSELF, 
 
A MOST PECULIAR MAN. 
 
 
HE HAD NO FRIENDS, HE SELDOM SPOKE 
 
AND NO ONE IN TURN EVER SPOKE TO HIM, 
 
'CAUSE HE WASN'T FRIENDLY AND HE DIDN'T CARE 
 
AND HE WASN'T LIKE THEM. 
 
OH, NO! HE WAS A MOST PECULIAR MAN. 
 
 
HE DIED LAST SATURDAY. 
 
HE TURNED ON THE GAS AND HE WENT TO SLEEP 
 
WITH THE WINDOWS CLOSED SO HE'D NEVER WAKE UP 
 
TO HIS SILENT WORLD AND HIS TINY ROOM; 
 
AND MRS. RIORDAN SAYS HE HAS A BROTHER SOMEWHERE 
 
WHO SHOULD BE NOTIFIED SOON. 
 
 
AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID, "WHAT A SHAME THAT HE'S DEAD, 
 
BUT WASN'T HE A MOST PECULIAR MAN?" 
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