
AIKEN DRUM 
 (WILLIE WOOD) 
      C             F            C            G 
THERE CAME A MAN TO OUR TOWN, TO OUR TOWN, TO OUR TOWN, 
      C             F                 C -      G     C 
THERE CAME A MAN TO OUR TOWN, AND HIS NAME WAS WILLY WOOD. 
       C             F        C        G 
AND HE PLAYED UPON A RAZOR, A RAZOR, A RAZOR, 
       C             F              C -      G     C 
AND HE PLAYED UPON A RAZOR, AND HIS NAME WAS WILLY WOOD. 
 
HIS HAT WAS MADE O' THE GUID ROAST-BEEF, THE GUID ROAST-BEEF, 
HIS HAT WAS MADE O' THE GUID ROAST-BEEF, AND HIS NAME WAS WILLY WOOD. 
 
HIS COAT WAS MADE O' THE HAGGIS BAG, THE HAGGIS BAG, THE HAGGIS BAG, 
HIS COAT WAS MADE O' THE HAGGIS BAG, AND HIS NAME WAS WILLY WOOD. 
 
HIS BUTTONS WERE MADE O' THE BAUBEE BAPS, THE BAUBEE BAPS, THE BAUBEE BAPS, 
HIS BUTTONS WERE MADE O' THE BAUBEE BAPS, AND HIS NAME WAS WILLY WOOD. 
 
BUT ANOTHER MAN CAME TO THE TOWN, CAME TO THE TOWN, CAME TO THE TOWN, 
ANOTHER MAN CAME TO THE TOWN, AND THEY CA'D HIM AIKEN DRUM. 
 
AND HE PLAYED UPON A LADLE, A LADLE, A LADLE, 
AND HE PLAYED UPON A LADLE, AND THEY CA'D HIM AIKEN DRUM. 
 
AND HE ATE UP A' THE GUID ROAST-BEEF, THE GUID ROAST-BEEF, THE GUID ROAST-BEEF, 
AND HE ATE UP A' THE GUID ROAST-BEEF, AND HIS NAME WAS AIKEN DRUM. 
 
AND HE ATE UP A' THE HAGGIS BAG, &C. 
 
AND HE ATE UP A' THE BAUBEE BAPS, &C. 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Chambers PRS (1870), 41, with music. SNR 98 (no. 120; two stanzas only, with 
music).  Cf. Halliwell NRE (1842), p. 33 (li), no provenance given: 
 
THERE WAS A MAN IN OUR TOONE, IN OUR TOONE, IN OUR TOONE, 
THERE WAS A MAN IN OUR TOONE, AND HIS NAME WAS BILLY POD; 
AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, AN OLD RAZOR, AN OLD RAZOR, 
AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, WITH MY FIDDLE FIDDLE FE FUM FO. 
 
AND HIS HAT IT WAS MADE OF THE GOOD ROAST BEEF, THE GOOD ROAST BEEF, &C. 
AND HIS HAT IT WAS MADE OF THE GOOD ROAST BEEF, 
  AND HIS NAME WAS BILLY POD; 
AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, &C. &C. 
 
 
AND HIS COAT IT WAS MADE OF THE GOOD FAT TRIPE, THE GOOD 
     FAT TRIPE, THE GOOD FAT TRIPE, 
AND HIS COAT IT WAS MADE OF THE GOOD FAT TRIPE, AND HIS 
     NAME WAS BILLY POD; 
AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, &C. 
 
AND HIS BREEKS THEY WERE MADE OF THE BAWBIE BAPS, THE  BAWBIE BAPS, &C. 
AND HIS BREEKS THEY WERE MADE OF THE BAWBIE BAPS, AND  HIS NAME WAS BILLY POD; 



AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, &C. 
 
AND THERE WAS A MAN IN TITHER TOONE, IN TITHER TOONE, IN TITHER TOONE, 
AND THERE WAS A MAN IN TITHER TOONE, AND HIS NAME WAS EDRIN DRUM; 
AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD LAADLE, AN OLD LAADLE, AN OLD LAADLE, 
AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD LAADLE, WITH MY FIDDLE, FIDDLE FE FUM FO. 
 
AND HE EAT UP ALL THE GOOD ROAST BEEF, THE GOOD ROAST BEEF, &C. &C. 
 
AND HE EAT UP ALL THE GOOD FAT TRIPE, THE GOOD FAT TRIPE, &C. &C. 
 
AND HE EAT UP ALL THE BAWBIE BAPS, &C. AND HIS NAME WAS EDRIN DRUM. 
 
The tune is given in G.F. Graham, Songs of Scotland (Glasgow, J. Muir Wood, n.d. 
[1848-9]), III.26-7, with specially- written words ("When lang sinsyne I 
married", etc.).  G.F.G. 
notes that the air was sung in his boyhood "to ludicrous but unmeaning stanzas, 
beginning-- 
 
          THERE LIVED A MAN IN OUR TOWN, 
            IN OUR TOWN, IN OUR TOWN, 
          THERE LIVED A MAN IN OUR TOWN, 
            AND HIS NAME WAS AIKEN DRUM. 
 
We were told that this man wore a strange coat, with buttons 
of `bawbee-baps', and that `he played upon a razor.'"  This 
takes it back to the turn of the century, he being born in 
1789. 
 
Hogg Jacobite Relics II (1821), 22,  gives a political song 
of circa 1715 [?] with the chorus "Aikendrum, Aikendrum", 
though the tune there = My Luve's in Germanie.  He quotes a 
stanza of another song, evidently a version of our text: 
 
          THERE WAS A MAN CAM FRAE THE MOON, 
          CAM FRAE THE MOON, CAM FRAE THE MOON. 
          THERE WAS A MAN CAM FRAE THE MOON, 
          AN' THEY CA'ED HIM AIKENDRUM. 
 
William Nicholson's "The Brownie of Blednock" bears the 
mysterious name (originally in The Dumfries Magazine, Oct. 
1825), and in another poem Aikendrum turns out to be a lover 
in disguise, namely David Vedder's "Aikendrum", in e.g. 
Whitelaw BSS ([1844], 1875), 418, beginning "A warlock cam' 
to our town".  It first appeared anonymously in The Edinburgh 
Literary Gazette. 
 
Graham prints (in Appendix, 167), as to the air, "The Piper 
o' Dundee", which usually goes to its "own" tune, a version 
of the reel The Drummer.  Cf. ODNR 52 (No.7), text from Walter 
Crane's Baby's Bouquet, 1879, which begins like Hogg's 
fragment; the second man is called Willy Wood.  Chambers may 
have been mistaken here.  Moffat also has "There cam' a man... 
Aiken Drum" [8 lines only] (50 TSNR, 1933, 19), with the music. 
 
If you have corrections, or the chords to any of these songs, please send 



   an e-mail and we will make the changes as soon as possible.  Thanks. 
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