Al KEN DRUM
(W LLI E WOOD)
C F C G
THERE CAME A MAN TO OUR TOWN, TO OUR TOWN, TO OUR TOWN,
C F C - G C
THERE CAME A MAN TO OUR TOWN, AND HI' S NAME WAS W LLY WOOD.
C F C G
AND HE PLAYED UPON A RAZOR, A RAZOR, A RAZOR
C F C - G C
AND HE PLAYED UPON A RAZOR, AND HI S NAME WAS W LLY WOOD.

H S HAT WAS MADE O THE GUI D ROAST- BEEF, THE GUI D ROAST- BEEF,
H S HAT WAS MADE O THE GUI D ROAST-BEEF, AND HI S NAME WAS W LLY WOOD.

H S COAT WAS MADE O THE HAGE S BAG, THE HAGGE S BAG THE HAGGE S BAG
H S COAT WAS MADE O THE HAGE S BAG, AND HI S NAME WAS W LLY WOOD.

H S BUTTONS WVERE MADE O THE BAUBEE BAPS, THE BAUBEE BAPS, THE BAUBEE BAPS,
H S BUTTONS WVERE MADE O THE BAUBEE BAPS, AND HI S NAME WAS W LLY WOOD.

BUT ANOTHER MAN CAME TO THE TOWN, CAME TO THE TOWN, CAME TO THE TOVN,
ANOTHER MAN CAME TO THE TOWN, AND THEY CA' D HI M Al KEN DRUM

AND HE PLAYED UPON A LADLE, A LADLE, A LADLE,
AND HE PLAYED UPON A LADLE, AND THEY CA' D HI M Al KEN DRUM

AND HE ATE UP A' THE GUI D ROAST- BEEF, THE GUI D ROAST- BEEF, THE GUI D ROAST- BEEF,
AND HE ATE UP A' THE GUI D ROAST- BEEF, AND HI S NAME WAS Al KEN DRUM

AND HE ATE UP A' THE HAGG S BAG, &C.

AND HE ATE UP A" THE BAUBEE BAPS, &C.

Chanbers PRS (1870), 41, with nusic. SNR 98 (no. 120; two stanzas only, wth
music). Cf. Halliwell NRE (1842), p. 33 (li), no provenance given:

THERE WAS A MAN IN OUR TOONE, I N OUR TOONE, | N OQUR TOONE,

THERE WAS A MAN I N OUR TOONE, AND HI' S NAME WAS BI LLY POD;

AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, AN OLD RAZOR, AN OLD RAZOR,

AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, WTH MY FIDDLE FI DDLE FE FUM FO.

AND HI'S HAT I T WAS MADE OF THE GOOD ROAST BEEF, THE GOOD ROAST BEEF, &C.
AND HI'S HAT I T WAS MADE OF THE GOOD ROAST BEEF,

AND HI'S NAME WAS BILLY POD;
AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, &C. &C.

AND HI' S COAT IT WAS MADE OF THE GOCD FAT TRI PE, THE GOOD
FAT TRI PE, THE GOOD FAT TRI PE,

AND HI'S COAT IT WAS MADE OF THE GOOD FAT TRIPE, AND HI S
NAMVE WAS BI LLY POD;

AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, &C.

AND HI' S BREEKS THEY WERE MADE OF THE BAWBI E BAPS, THE BAWBI E BAPS, &C.
AND HI S BREEKS THEY WERE MADE OF THE BAWBI E BAPS, AND HI S NAME WAS BI LLY POD;



AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD RAZOR, &C.

AND THERE WAS A MAN I N TI THER TOONE, IN TI THER TOONE, I N TI THER TOONE
AND THERE WAS A MAN I N TI THER TOONE, AND HI S NAME WAS EDRI N DRUM

AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD LAADLE, AN OLD LAADLE, AN OLD LAADLE,

AND HE PLAYED UPON AN OLD LAADLE, W TH MY FI DDLE, FIDDLE FE FUM FO

AND HE EAT UP ALL THE GOOD ROAST BEEF, THE GOOD ROAST BEEF, &C. &C.
AND HE EAT UP ALL THE GOOD FAT TRI PE, THE GOOD FAT TRIPE, &C. &C
AND HE EAT UP ALL THE BAWBI E BAPS, &C. AND HI S NAME WAS EDRI N DRUM

The tune is given in G F. G aham Songs of Scotland (d asgow, J. Miir Wod, n.d.
[1848-9]), I11.26-7, with specially- witten words ("Wien | ang sinsyne

married", etc.). GF.G

notes that the air was sung in his boyhood "to |udicrous but unneaning stanzas,
begi nni ng- -

THERE LI VED A MAN I N OUR TOWN,
IN OQUR TOWN, I N OQUR TOMWN
THERE LI VED A MAN I N OQUR TOWN

AND HI'S NAME WAS Al KEN DRUM

W were told that this man wore a strange coat, with buttons

of "~ bawbee-baps', and that “he played upon a razor.'" This
takes it back to the turn of the century, he being born in
1789.

Hogg Jacobite Relics Il (1821), 22, gives a political song
of circa 1715 [?] with the chorus "Ai kendrum Ai kendrunt
though the tune there = My Luve's in Gernmmnie. He quotes a
stanza of another song, evidently a version of our text:

THERE WAS A MAN CAM FRAE THE MOON
CAM FRAE THE MOON, CAM FRAE THE MOON
THERE WAS A MAN CAM FRAE THE MOON
AN THEY CA' ED HI M Al KENDRUM

Wl 1liam Ni chol son's "The Browni e of Bl ednock” bears the
nysterious nanme (originally in The Dunfries Magazi ne, Cct.
1825), and in anot her poem Ai kendrumturns out to be a | over
in disguise, nanely David Vedder's "Ai kendrunf, in e.g.

Wi tel aw BSS ([ 1844], 1875), 418, beginning "A warl ock cam
to our town". It first appeared anonynously in The Edi nburgh
Literary Gazette.

Graham prints (in Appendix, 167), as to the air, "The Piper

o' Dundee", which usually goes to its "own" tune, a version

of the reel The Drummer. Cf. ODNR 52 (No.7), text from Wlter
Crane's Baby's Bouquet, 1879, which begins |ike Hogg's
fragnment; the second man is called WIlly Wod. Chanbers may
have been m staken here. Mffat also has "There caml a man...
Ai ken Drum' [8 lines only] (50 TSNR, 1933, 19), with the nusic.

If you have corrections, or the chords to any of these songs, please send



an e-mail and we will make the changes as soon as possible. Thanks.
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