IF 1 WAS A BLACKBI RD

I AM A YOUNG SAILOR, MY STORY | S SAD

FOR ONCE | WAS CAREFREE AND A BOLD SAI LOR LAD

| COURTED A LASSI E BY NI GHT AND BY DAY

BUT NOW SHE HAS LEFT ME AND GONE FAR AVAY

CHO OHIF | WAS A BLACKBI RD, COULD WHI STLE AND SI NG
"D FOLLOW THE VESSEL MY TRUE LOVE SAILS IN
AND I N THE TOP RIGGE NG | WOULD THERE BUI LD MY NEST
AND |'D FLUTTER MY WNGS O ER HER LI LY-WH TE BREAST

ORIF |1 WAS A SCHOLAR AND COULD HANDLE A PEN

ONE SECRET LOVE LETTER TO MY TRUE LOVE |'D SEND

AND |'D TELL OF MY SORROW MY GRI EF AND MY PAI N

SINCE SHE'S GONE AND LEFT ME I N YON FLOWERY GLEN

CHO OHIF I WAS A BLACKBI RD, COULD WHI STLE AND SI NG
"D FOLLOW THE VESSEL MY TRUE LOVE SAILS IN
AND IN THE TOP RIGG NG I WOULD THERE BUI LD MY NEST
AND |'D FLUTTER MY WNGS O ER HER LI LY-WH TE BREAST

| SAILED O ER THE OCEAN, My FORTUNE TO SEEK

THOUGH | M SSED HER CARESS AND HER KI SS ON MY CHEEK

I RETURNED AND | TOLD HER MY LOVE WAS STILL WARM

BUT SHE TURNED AWAY LI GHTLY AND GREAT WAS HER SCORN

CHO OHIF |1 WAS A BLACKBI RD, COULD WHI STLE AND SI NG
"D FOLLOW THE VESSEL MY TRUE LOVE SAILS IN
AND IN THE TOP RI GG NG I WOULD THERE BUI LD MY NEST
AND |' D FLUTTER MY WNGS O ER HER LI LY-WH TE BREAST

| OFFERED TO TAKE HER TO DONNYBROCK FAI R

AND TO BUY HER FINE RIBBONS TO TIE UP HER HAI R

I OFFERED TO MARRY AND TO STAY BY HER SI DE

BUT SHE SAID IN THE MORNI NG SHE SAI LED W TH THE TI DE



CHO OHIF | WAS A BLACKBI RD, COULD WHI STLE AND SI NG
I'D FOLLOW THE VESSEL MY TRUE LOVE SAILS IN
AND I N THE TOP RIGGE NG | WOULD THERE BUI LD MY NEST
AND |'D FLUTTER MY WNGS O ER HER LI LY-WH TE BREAST
MY PARENTS THEY CHI DE ME, AND W LL NOT AGREE
SAYI NG THAT ME AND My FALSE LOVE MARRI ED SHOULD NEVER BE
AH BUT LET THEM DEPRI VE ME, OR LET THEM DO WHAT THEY W LL
WHI LE THERE' S BREATH I N MYy BODY, SHE'S THE ONE THAT | LOVE STILL
CHO OHIF I WAS A BLACKBI RD, COULD WHI STLE AND SI NG
"D FOLLOW THE VESSEL MY TRUE LOVE SAILS IN
AND IN THE TOP RIGG NG I WOULD THERE BUI LD MY NEST

AND |'D FLUTTER MY WNGS O ER HER LI LY-WH TE BREAST
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