ALI CE' S RESTAURANT
By Arlo Guthrie

This song is called Alice's Restaurant, and it's about Alice, and the
restaurant, but Alice's Restaurant is not the name of the restaurant,
that's just the nane of the song, and that's why | called the song Alice's
Rest aur ant .

YOU CAN GET ANYTHI NG YOU WANT AT ALI CE'S RESTAURANT
YOU CAN GET ANYTHI NG YOU WANT AT ALI CE'S RESTAURANT
WALK RIGHT IN I TS AROUND THE BACK

JUST A HALF A M LE FROM THE RAI LROAD TRACK

YOU CAN GET ANYTHI NG YOU WANT AT ALI CE'S RESTAURANT

NOW I T ALL STARTED TWO THANKSG VI NGS AGO, WAS ON - TWO YEARS AGO ON
THANKSG VI NG WHEN MY FRIEND AND | VWENT UP TO VISIT ALI CE AT THE
RESTAURANT, BUT ALICE DOESN T LIVE I N THE RESTAURANT, SHE LIVES IN THE
CHURCH NEARBY THE RESTAURANT, | N THE BELL- TONER, W TH HER HUSBAND RAY AND
FASHA THE DOG. AND LIVIN I N THE BELL TOWER LI KE THAT, THEY GOT A LOT OF
ROOM DOWNSTAI RS WHERE THE PEWS USED TO BE IN. HAVIN ALL THAT ROOM

SEEI N AS HOW THEY TOOK OUT ALL THE PEWS, THEY DECI DED THAT THEY DI DN T
HAVE TO TAKE OUT THEI R GARBAGE FOR A LONG TI ME.

WE GOT UP THERE, WE FOUND ALL THE GARBAGE I N THERE, AND WE DECIDED I T' D BE
A FRIENDLY GESTURE FOR US TO TAKE THE GARBAGE DOWN TO THE CI TY DUMP. SO
WE TOOK THE HALF A TON OF GARBAGE, PUT IT IN THE BACK OF A RED VW

M CROBUS, TOOK SHOVELS AND RAKES AND | MPLEMENTS OF DESTRUCTI ON AND HEADED
ON TOMARD THE CI TY DUMP.

WELL WE GOT THERE AND THERE WAS A BI G SI GN AND A CHAI N ACROSS ACROSS THE
DUMP SAYI NG, "CLOSED ON THANKSG VI NG " AND WE HAD NEVER HEARD OF A DUMP
CLOSED ON THANKSG VI NG BEFORE, AND W TH TEARS | N OQUR EYES WE DROVE OFF

I NTO THE SUNSET LOOKI NG FOR ANOTHER PLACE TO PUT THE GARBAGE.

VE DIDN' T FIND ONE. UNTIL WE CAME TO A SI DE ROAD, AND OFF THE SI DE OF THE
SI DE ROAD THERE WAS ANOTHER FI FTEEN FOOT CLI FF AND AT THE BOTTOM OF THE
CLI FF THERE WAS ANOTHER PI LE OF GARBAGE. AND WE DECI DED THAT ONE BI G PI LE
'S BETTER THAN TWO LI TTLE PILES, AND RATHER THAN BRI NG THAT ONE UP VE
DECI DED TO THROW OUR S DOWN.

THAT' S WHAT WE DI D, AND DROVE BACK TO THE CHURCH, HAD A THANKSG VI NG

DI NNER THAT COULDN T BE BEAT, WENT TO SLEEP AND DIDN' T GET UP UNTIL THE
NEXT MORNI NG, VWHEN WE GOT A PHONE CALL FROM OFFI CER OBIE. HE SAID, "KID,
VE FOUND YOUR NAME ON AN ENVELOPE AT THE BOTTOM OF A HALF A TON OF
GARBAGE, AND JUST WANTED TO KNOW I F YOU HAD ANY | NFORMATI ON ABOUT I T." AND
I SAID, "YES, SIR, OFFICER OBIE, | CANNOT TELL A LIE, | PUT THAT ENVELOPE
UNDER THAT GARBAGE. "

AFTER SPEAKI NG TO OBl E FOR ABOUT FOURTY-FI VE M NUTES ON THE TELEPHONE VE
FI NALLY ARRI VED AT THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER AND SAI D THAT WE HAD TO GO DOWN
AND PI CK UP THE GARBAGE, AND ALSO HAD TO GO DOWN AND SPEAK TO HI M AT THE
POLI CE OFFICER' S STATION. SO WE GOT IN THE RED VW M CROBUS W TH THE
SHOVELS AND RAKES AND | MPLEMENTS OF DESTRUCTI ON AND HEADED ON TOWARD THE
POLI CE OFFI CER S STATI ON.

NOW FRI ENDS, THERE WAS ONLY ONE OR TWO THI NGS THAT OBl E COULDA DONE AT



THE POLI CE STATI ON, AND THE FI RST WAS HE COULD HAVE G VEN US A MEDAL FOR
BEI NG SO BRAVE AND HONEST ON THE TELEPHONE, WHI CH WASN' T VERY LI KELY, AND
WE DIDN T EXPECT IT, AND THE OTHER THI NG WAS HE COULD HAVE BAWED US OUT
AND TOLD US NEVER TO BE SEE DRI VI NG GARBAGE AROUND THE VICINI TY AGAI N,

WHI CH | S WHAT WE EXPECTED, BUT WHEN WE GOT TO THE POLI CE OFFI CER S STATI ON
THERE WAS A THI RD PCSSI BI LI TY THAT WE HADN T EVEN COUNTED UPON, AND WE WAS
BOTH | MVEDI ATELY ARRESTED. HANDCUFFED. AND | SAID "OBIE, | DON T THI NK |
CAN PI CK UP THE GARBAGE W TH THESE HANDCUFFS ON." HE SAI D, "SHUT UP, KID.
GET IN THE BACK OF THE PATROL CAR. "

AND THAT' S WHAT WE DI D, SAT I N THE BACK OF THE PATRCL CAR AND DROVE TO THE
QUOTE SCENE OF THE CRI ME UNQUOTE. | WANT TELL YOU ABOUT THE TOWN OF
STOCKBRI DGE, MASSACHUSETS, WHERE THI S HAPPENED HERE, THEY GOT THREE STOP
SIGNS, TWO POLI CE OFFI CERS, AND ONE POLI CE CAR, BUT WHEN WE GOT TO THE
SCENE OF THE CRI ME THERE WAS FI VE PCLI CE OFFI CERS AND THREE PCLI CE CARS,
BEI NG THE BI GGEST CRI ME OF THE LAST FI FTY YEARS, AND EVERYBODY WANTED TO
GET I N THE NEWSPAPER STORY ABOUT | T. AND THEY WAS USI NG UP ALL KI NDS OF
COP EQUI PMENT THAT THEY HAD HANG NG AROUND THE PCLI CE OFFI CER S STATI ON.
THEY WAS TAKI NG PLASTER TI RE TRACKS, FOOT PRI NTS, DOG SMELLI NG PRI NTS, AND
THEY TOOK TVENTY SEVEN EI GHT- BY- TEN COLOUR GLOSSY PHOTOGRAPHS W TH ClI RCLES
AND ARROWNS AND A PARAGRAPH ON THE BACK OF EACH ONE EXPLAI NI NG WHAT EACH
ONE WAS TO BE USED AS EVI DENCE AGAI NST US. TOOK PI CTURES OF THE APPROACH,
THE GETAWAY, THE NORTHWEST CORNER THE SOUTHWEST CORNER AND THAT' S NOT TO
MENTI ON THE AERI AL PHOTOGRAPHY.

AFTER THE ORDEAL, WE WENT BACK TO THE JAIL. OBIE SAID HE WAS GO NG TO PUT
US IN THE CELL. SAID, "KID, I'MGJNG TO PUT YOU IN THE CELL, | WANT YOUR
WALLET AND YOUR BELT." AND | SAID, "OBIE, | CAN UNDERSTAND YOU WANTI NG MY
WALLET SO I DON' T HAVE ANY MONEY TO SPEND IN THE CELL, BUT WHAT DO YCQU
WANT MY BELT FOR?" AND HE SAID, "KID, WE DON T WANT ANY HANG NGS." |
SAID, "OBIE, DID YOU THINK I WAS GO NG TO HANG MYSELF FOR LI TTERI NG?"

OBl E SAI D HE WAS MAKI NG SURE, AND FRI ENDS OBI E WAS, CAUSE HE TOOK OUT THE
TO LET SEAT SO | COULDN T H T MYSELF OVER THE HEAD AND DROWN, AND HE TOOK
OUT THE TA LET PAPER SO | COULDN T BEND THE BARS ROLL OUT THE - ROLL THE
TO LET PAPER OUT THE W NDOW SLI DE DOWN THE ROLL AND HAVE AN ESCAPE. OBIE
WAS MAKI NG SURE, AND IT WAS ABOUT FOUR OR FI VE HOURS LATER THAT ALI CE
(REMEMBER ALICE? IT'S A SONG ABOUT ALI CE), ALICE CAME BY AND WTH A FEW
NASTY WORDS TO OBI E ON THE SI DE, BAILED US OUT OF JAIL, AND VWE VENT BACK
TO THE CHURCH, HAD A ANOTHER THANKSG VI NG DI NNER THAT COULDN T BE BEAT,
AND DI DN' T GET UP UNTIL THE NEXT MORNI NG WHEN WE ALL HAD TO GO TO COURT.

WE WALKED I N, SAT DOWN, OBIE CAME IN WTH THE TVWENTY SEVEN EI GHT- BY- TEN
COLOUR GLOSSY PI CTURES W TH Cl RCLES AND ARROWS AND A PARAGRAPH ON THE BACK
OF EACH ONE, SAT DOWN. MAN CAME IN SAID, "ALL RISE." WE ALL STOOD UP,
AND OBI E STOOD UP W TH THE TWENTY SEVEN El GHT- BY- TEN COLOUR GLOSSY

PI CTURES, AND THE JUDGE WALKED | N SAT DOWN W TH A SEEI NG EYE DOG, AND HE
SAT DOWN, WE SAT DOWN. OBl E LOOKED AT THE SEEI NG EYE DOG, AND THEN AT THE
TVWENTY SEVEN EI GHT- BY- TEN COLOUR GLOSSY PI CTURES W TH Cl RCLES AND ARROWS
AND A PARAGRAPH ON THE BACK OF EACH ONE, AND LOCKED AT THE SEEI NG EYE DOG.
AND THEN AT TWENTY SEVEN EI GHT- BY- TEN COLOUR GLOSSY PI CTURES W TH Cl RCLES
AND ARROAS AND A PARAGRAPH ON THE BACK OF EACH ONE AND BEGAN TO CRY,

' CAUSE OBI E CAME TO THE REALI ZATI ON THAT I'T WAS A TYPI CAL CASE OF AMERI CAN
BLI ND JUSTI CE, AND THERE WASN' T NOTHI NG HE COULD DO ABOUT I T, AND THE
JUDGE WASN' T GO NG TO LOOK AT THE TWENTY SEVEN EI GHT- BY- TEN COLOUR GLOSSY
PI CTURES W TH THE CI RCLES AND ARROWS AND A PARAGRAPH ON THE BACK OF EACH
ONE EXPLAI NI NG WHAT EACH ONE WAS TO BE USED AS EVI DENCE AGAI NST US. AND
WE WAS FI NED $50 AND HAD TO PI CK UP THE GARBAGE I N THE SNOW BUT THATS NOT



WHAT | CAME TO TELL YOU ABOUT.
CAME TO TALK ABOUT THE DRAFT.

THEY GOT A BUI LDI NG DOWN NEW YORK CITY, IT'S CALLED WHI TEHALL STREET,
WHERE YOU WALK I N, YOU CET | NJECTED, | NSPECTED, DETECTED, | NFECTED,
NEGLECTED AND SELECTED. | WENT DOWN TO GET MY PHYSI CAL EXAM NATI ON ONE
DAY, AND | WALKED IN, | SAT DOWN, GOT GOOD AND DRUNK THE NI GHT BEFORE, SO
| LOOKED AND FELT MY BEST WHEN | WENT I N THAT MORNING. ~CAUSE | WANTED TO
LOOK LI KE THE ALL- AMERI CAN KI D FROM NEW YORK CI TY, MAN | WANTED, | WANTED
TO FEEL LIKE THE ALL-, | WANTED TO BE THE ALL AMERI CAN KI D FROM NEW YORK,
AND | WALKED I N, SAT DOWN, | WAS HUNG DOWN, BRUNG DOWN, HUNG UP, AND ALL
KINDS O MEAN NASTY UGLY THI NGS. AND | WAKED | N AND SAT DOWN AND THEY GAVE
ME A PI ECE OF PAPER, SAID, "KID, SEE THE PHSYCHI ATRI ST, ROOM 604."

AND | VENT UP THERE, | SAID, "SHRINK, | WANT TO KILL. | MEAN, | WANNA, |
WANNA KILL. KILL. | WANNA, | WANNA SEE, | WANNA SEE BLOOD AND GORE AND
GUTS AND VEINS IN MY TEETH. EAT DEAD BURNT BCDI ES. | MEAN KILL, KILL,
KILL, KILL."™ AND | STARTED JUMPIN UP AND DOWN YELLI NG, "KILL, KILL," AND
HE STARTED JUWMPIN UP AND DOVWN W TH ME AND WE WAS BOTH JUMPI NG UP AND DOWN
YELLI NG, "KILL, KILL." AND THE SARGENT CAME OVER, PINNED A MEDAL ON ME,
SENT ME DOWN THE HALL, SAID, "YOU RE OUR BOY."

DIDN T FEEL TOO GOOD ABOUT I T.

PROCEEDED ON DOWN THE HALL GETTI N MORE | NJECTI ONS, | NSPECTI ONS,

DETECTI ONS, NEGLECTI ONS AND ALL KINDS OF STUFF THAT THEY WAS DON TO ME
AT THE THING THERE, AND | WAS THERE FOR TWO HOURS, THREE HOURS, FOUR
HOURS, | WAS THERE FOR A LONG TI ME GO NG THROUGH ALL KI NDS OF MEAN NASTY
UGLY THI NGS AND | WAS JUST HAVI NG A TOUGH TI ME THERE, AND THEY WAS

I NSPECTI NG, | NJECTI NG EVERY SI NGLE PART OF ME, AND THEY WAS LEAVI NG NO
PART UNTOUCHED. PROCEEDED THROUGH, AND WHEN | FI NALLY CAME TO THE SEE THE
LAST MAN, | WALKED I N, WALKED | N SAT DOWN AFTER A WHOLE BI G THI NG THERE,
AND | WALKED UP AND SAI D, "WHAT DO YOU WANT?" HE SAID, "KID, WE ONLY GOT
ONE QUESTI ON. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ARRESTED?"

AND | PROCEEDED TO TELL HIM THE STORY OF THE ALI CE' S RESTAURANT MASSACRE,

W TH FULL ORCHESTRATI ON AND FI VE PART HARMONY AND STUFF LI KE THAT AND ALL
THE PHENOME. .. - AND HE STOPPED ME RI GHT THERE AND SAI D, "KID, DI D YOU EVER
GO TO COURT?"

AND | PROCEEDED TO TELL HI M THE STORY OF THE TWENTY SEVEN El GHT- BY- TEN
COLOUR GLOSSY PI CTURES W TH THE CI RCLES AND ARROWS AND THE PARAGRAPH ON
THE BACK OF EACH ONE, AND HE STOPPED ME RI GHT THERE AND SAI D, "KID, | WANT
YOU TO GO AND SIT DOAN ON THAT BENCH THAT SAYS GROUP W.... NOWKID!!I'"

AND I, | WALKED OVER TO THE, TO THE BENCH THERE, AND THERE |S, GROUP W S
WHERE THEY PUT YOU I F YOU MAY NOT BE MORAL ENOUGH TO JO N THE ARMY AFTER
COW TTI NG YOUR SPECI AL CRI ME, AND THERE WAS ALL KI NDS OF MEAN NASTY UGLY
LOOKI NG PEOPLE ON THE BENCH THERE. MOTHER RAPERS. FATHER STABBERS. FATHER
RAPERS! FATHER RAPERS SI TTI NG RI GHT THERE ON THE BENCH NEXT TO ME! AND
THEY WAS MEAN AND NASTY AND UGLY AND HORRI BLE CRI ME- TYPE GUYS SI TTI NG ON THE
BENCH NEXT TO ME. AND THE MEANEST, UGLI EST, NASTI EST ONE, THE MEANEST
FATHER RAPER OF THEM ALL, WAS COM NG OVER TO ME AND HE WAS MEAN 'N' UGLY

"N NASTY 'N HORRIBLE AND ALL KIND OF THI NGS AND HE SAT DOWN NEXT TO ME
AND SAI D, "KID, WHAD YA GET?" | SAID, "I DIDN T GET NOTHI NG | HAD TO PAY
$50 AND PI CK UP THE GARBAGE." HE SAID, "WHAT WERE YOU ARRESTED FOR, KID?"



AND | SAID, "LITTERING " AND THEY ALL MOVED AVWAY FROM ME ON THE BENCH
THERE, AND THE HAI RY EYEBALL AND ALL KI NDS OF MEAN NASTY THI NGS, TILL I

SAI D, "AND CREATI NG A NUI SANCE." AND THEY ALL CAME BACK, SHOOK MY HAND,
AND WVE HAD A GREAT TI ME ON THE BENCH, TALKIN ABOUT CRI ME, MOTHER STABBI NG,
FATHER RAPI NG, ALL KINDS OF GROOVY THI NGS THAT WE WAS TALKI NG ABOUT ON THE
BENCH. AND EVERYTHI NG WAS FI NE, WE WAS SMOKI NG CI GARETTES AND ALL KI NDS OF
THI NGS, UNTIL THE SARGEANT CAME OVER, HAD SOVE PAPER IN HI'S HAND, HELD IT
UP AND SAI D.

"KI DS, THI S- Pl ECE- OF- PAPER' S- GOT- 47- WORDS- 37- SENTENCES- 58- WORDS- V\E- WANNA-
KNOW DETAI LS- OF- THE- CRI ME- TI ME- OF- THE- CRI ME- AND- ANY- OTHER- KI ND- OF- THI NG-
YOU- GOTTA- SAY- PERTAI NI NG- TO- AND- ABOUT- THE- CRI ME- | - WANT- TO- KNOW ARRESTI NG-
OFFI CER' S- NAME- AND- ANY- OTHER- KI ND- OF- THI NG- YOU- GOTTA- SAY", AND TALKED FOR
FORTY- FI VE M NUTES AND NOBODY UNDERSTOOD A WORD THAT HE SAI D, BUT WE HAD
FUN FI LLI NG OUT THE FORMS AND PLAYI NG W TH THE PENCI LS ON THE BENCH THERE,
AND | FILLED OQUT THE MASSACRE W TH THE FOUR PART HARMONY, AND WROTE I T
DOMWN THERE, JUST LIKE I T WAS, AND EVERYTH NG WAS FI NE AND | PUT DOWN THE
PENCI L, AND | TURNED OVER THE PI ECE OF PAPER, AND THERE, THERE ON THE
OTHER SIDE, IN THE M DDLE OF THE OTHER SI DE, AWAY FROM EVERYTHI NG ELSE ON
THE OTHER SI DE, | N PARENTHESES, CAPI TAL LETTERS, QUOTATED, READ THE
FOLLOW NG WORDS:

("KID, HAVE YOU REHABI LI TATED YOURSELF?")

I VENT OVER TO THE SARGENT, SAID, "SARGEANT, YOU GOT A LOT A DAWN GALL TO
ASK ME | F |' VE REHABI LI TATED MYSELF, | MEAN, | MEAN, | MEAN THAT JUST, |I'M
SITTIN HERE ON THE BENCH, | MEAN |'M SITTI N HERE ON THE GROUP W BENCH

" CAUSE YOU WANT TO KNOW I F |'M MORAL ENOUGH JO N THE ARMY, BURN WOMEN,
KIDS, HOUSES AND VI LLAGES AFTER BEIN A LITTERBUG " HE LOOKED AT ME AND
SAID, "KID, VE DON' T LI KE YOUR KIND, AND WE' RE GONNA SEND YOU FI NGERPRI NTS
OFF TO WASHI NGTON. "

AND FRI ENDS, SOVEVHERE | N WASHI NGTON ENSHRI NED I N SOME LI TTLE FOLDER, IS A
STUDY | N BLACK AND WHI TE OF MY FI NGERPRI NTS. AND THE ONLY REASON |'M
SING NG YOU THI'S SONG NOW | S CAUSE YOU MAY KNOW SOMEBODY IN A SIM LAR

SI TUATION, OR YOU MAY BE IN A SIM LAR SITUATION, AND IF YOUR IN A

SI TUATI ON LI KE THAT THERE'S ONLY ONE THI NG YOU CAN DO AND THAT' S WALK | NTO
THE SHRI NK WHEREVER YOU ARE , JUST WALK I N SAY "SHRI NK, YOU CAN GET

ANYTHI NG YOU WANT, AT ALICE' S RESTAURANT.". AND WALK QUT. YOU KNOW | F
ONE PERSON, JUST ONE PERSON DCES | T THEY MAY THI NK HE'S REALLY SI CK AND
THEY WON' T TAKE HHM  AND | F TWO PEOPLE, TWO PECPLE DO I T, I N HARMONY,
THEY MAY THI NK THEY' RE BOTH FAGGOTS AND THEY WON' T TAKE El THER OF THEM
AND THREE PEOPLE DO | T, THREE, CAN YOU | MAG NE, THREE PEOPLE WALKI NG I N
SING N A BAR OF ALI CE'S RESTAURANT AND WALKI NG OUT. THEY MAY THINK IT'S AN
ORGANI ZATI ON.  AND CAN YOU, CAN YOU | MAG NE FI FTY PEOPLE A DAY, | SAID

FI FTY PEOPLE A DAY WALKING IN SING N A BAR OF ALI CE'S RESTAURANT AND

WALKI NG OQUT. AND FRI ENDS THEY MAY THINKS IT'S A MOVEMENT.

AND THAT'S WHAT IT IS, THE ALI CE' S RESTAURANT ANTI - MASSACRE MOVEMENT, AND

ALL YOU GOT TO DO TOJON IS SING IT THE NEXT TIME I T COVES AROUND ON THE GUI TAR
WTH FEELING SO WE'LL WAIT FOR IT TO COVME AROUND ON THE GUI TAR, HERE AND

SING IT WHEN | T DOES. HERE | T COMES.

YOU CAN GET ANYTHI NG YOU WANT, AT ALICE' S RESTAURANT
YOU CAN GET ANYTHI NG YOU WANT, AT ALICE' S RESTAURANT
WALK RIGHT IN IT"S AROUND THE BACK

JUST A HALF A M LE FROM THE RAI LROAD TRACK



YOU CAN GET ANYTHI NG YOU WANT, AT ALICE' S RESTAURANT

THAT WAS HORRI BLE. | F YOU WANT TO END WAR AND STUFF YOU GOT TO SI NG LOUD.
" VE BEEN SI NG NG THI S SONG NOW FOR TWENTY FIVE M NUTES. | COULD SING I T
FOR ANOTHER TVENTY FIVE M NUTES. |'M NOT PROUD... OR Tl RED.

SOWE' LL WAIT TILL I T COVMES AROUND AGAIN, AND THIS TIME W TH FOUR PART
HARMONY AND FEELI NG

WE' RE JUST WAITIN FOR IT TO COVE AROCUND | S WHAT WE' RE DA NG.
ALL RI GHT NOW

YOU CAN GET ANYTHI NG YOU WANT, AT ALICE' S RESTAURANT
EXCEPTI NG ALI CE

YOU CAN GET ANYTHI NG YOU WANT, AT ALICE' S RESTAURANT
WALK RIGHT IN I TS AROUND THE BACK

JUST A HALF A M LE FROM THE RAI LROAD TRACK

YOU CAN GET ANYTHI NG YOU WANT, AT ALICE' S RESTAURANT

DA DA DA DA DA DA DA DUM
AT ALI CE' S RESTAURANT
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